Kit Gage

Gardener’s Advisor

Garden Questionnaire    Your name/s and/#s_________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
0806
1.  What uses do you want for your yard?

Ornamental garden ___ 
  Rain garden ____
Rain Barrels ____    Compost Pile/Can  ___
Sitting out/eating/bbq space___      Kids play space___ 

Vegetable garden___ 

Lawn___

No/less lawn ____

Other:
2.  What are its rough dimensions front, side, back?

Is it sunny, shady, in between, and what is the soil like, if you know?

3. Are you interested in:
· Stormwater management issues – drainage, rain gardens, rain barrel or other options ____
· An assessment of current plants, including what is healthy looking, what might be problematic in terms of placement ____
· A collaborative process to rethink layout____

· Getting some new plants, which might include more native species, more low maintenance/watering plants____
· Resources including websites and books that list plant options, native plants, gardening advice, and if so, on what topics:

· Suggestions for possible diggers, planters,  natural lawn care services, where to find compost, and if so, which:
· Are you interested in having me come with you to a nursery to help think about plant options – this might be a bit extra _____
4.  Questions for me or specific concerns?
Rates and Work


You can take care of your own yard with a little, sometimes occasional guidance.  That’s where I come in.  I won’t do it for you but I can help you decide what to do with your yard/garden and how to implement your plan.  My specialties are native plants and lower care plants, but I’m not a purist.

My rates are $75 for the original consultation, which can include this questionnaire, a visit to your yard (and possibly my yard or another yard with useful features), possible loaning of books, recommendations of useful websites, and an oral recommendation (and sometimes simple drawings) for various changes/fixes to your yard.  As well I may recommend some particular plants after the visit and be available for limited emailing for follow-up.  What I do is highly dependent on your needs and desires as we work through together. After the initial consultation and follow-up, I am available for checkups in later seasons.  Depending on the detail or effort involved, these can be $50 or a little more.

I am a longtime gardener and activist, member and now President of the Takoma Horticulture Society, active member of the Stormwater Committee of Friends of Sligo Creek in their work to expand the use of rain gardens and other baysafe yard practices, and in other efforts to reduce the use and presence of invasive plants in the park and peoples’ yards.  As well I’m a member of the Maryland Native Plant Society, Friends of Brookside Gardens, and Friends of the National Arboretum.I am working toward a Horticulture certificate with the USDA graduate school.
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